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In multinational and independent Kazakhstan according to official figures there are more than 130 nationalities. The status of state language in the country has been defined by the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan and Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On languages in RK” [1].
In state institutions and local authorities along with the state language Russian language is used [2]. A widespread use of Russian language in Kazakhstan is due to the historical situation when the indigenous Kazakh land in the XVIII century were adjoined to the Russian Empire. In all respects of human life Russian was a language tool of higher priority. With the acquisition of Kazakhstan's independence in 1991 the country passed a law defining the status of state language. The language situation in the country today is composed as follows: a Soviet Union generation used Russian language, and a new generation, which began a conscious life activity in independent Kazakhstan, uses both languages in speech.
Every 10 years the State program of development and functioning of languages is developed and approved by the state in the Republic of Kazakhstan. To date, the State Program for the development and functioning of languages in the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2011-2020 [3] is worked out, where one of the target indicators is to increase the proportion of the adult population whose spoken language is the state language. All over the country, a network of regional centers is functioning in order to teach state language free. Accordingly, we assume Kazakh knowledge of Kazakhstani citizens and foreigners working in the legal, economic, scientific, social and other areas in the state at the appropriate level and in accordance with the qualifying requirements.
The language skills value is considered from three common positions:
1) language education as a national value;
2) language education as a social value;
3) language education as a personal value.
              The official language in Kazakhstan is supported by the state and ensures the implementation of the principles of language policy. Based on this the assessment Kazakh language proficiency encourages the development and increase its competitiveness in the language sphere is one of the important government measures to implement the objectives of compulsory national language proficiency by the citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
The mission of the state language is not only to ensure the integrity of Kazakhstani people, but also a reference to the spiritual development of every citizen as an individual policy basis for the formation of tolerant society.
In view of the formed linguistic situation a method for evaluation the level of state language proficiency of citizens in the country has been created such as: a system for assessing the level of Kazakh knowledge - KAZTEST. For the purpose of forming KAZTEST system a scientific-research was held, namely, investigated the possibility of the following international institutional systems and tests meant for language skills assessment, is widely known and used for many years:
1) TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language);

2) IELTS (International English Language Tests System);

3) TRFL (Test of Russian as a Foreign Language);

4) DSH (Deutsche Sprachprüfung für den Hochschulzugang);

5) Grundbaustein DaF, Zertifikat Deutsch;

6) DALF/DELF (Diplome Approfondi de Langue Française/Diplome d'Etudes en Langue Française);

7) TÖMER (Türkçhe Öģretim Merkezi) и т.д.

The structure and content of KAZTEST functional system is close to TOEFL and TRFL. the system of  KAZTEST is similar to the abovementioned tests in accordance with the following characteristics: :
            1) Firstly, in these tests communicative competence reflected in speech like listening, the lexical and grammatical structure of the language, reading, writing, speaking are evaluated
2) Secondly, the structural and substantive components of these tests gradually increase according to the principle "from simple to complex" and the principle of graduality;

3) Thirdly, the Test of Russian as a Foreign Language focuses on two streams: the Russians and foreign citizens.
Due to the fact that the system adheres to these principles of KAZTEST, the experience of putting into practice the abovementioned tests has been taken into account.
            The main purpose of KAZTEST is the assessment of Kazakh language skills. Assessment is a complex educational category, which covers several levels: graded assessment, overall assessment and assessment of language skills as a medium of communication in accordance with the requirements of professional competence. There is a relationship in the above-mentioned types of assessment. Graded assessment is mainly used in the learning process. Assessment of language skills of KAZTEST system is an objective means of measuring communication skills, the skills of Kazakh language, regardless of residence of citizens, assessment time, the object and forms of language learning. Tests to assess the level of language knowledge  as a means of independent assessment has long been known and widely used in many countries around the world.
KAZTEST consists of four sections: listening comprehension, lexical and grammatical unit, reading and writing. Initially for the test database according to the types of speech activity there formed working groups of experts and test developers including teaching staff of the leading higher educational institutions, employees of research institutes of linguistics, specialists testers.
The first unit - listening is of particular interest to language learners. It estimates the level of text assimilation as listening comprehension on four levels:
1) fragmentary assimilation;

2) general assimilation;

3) absolute assimilation;

4) complete assimilation.
The second unit - the lexical and grammatical test. We estimate the level of learning lexical-grammatical structure of the Kazakh language, language use in speech, in a letter of application to the functional and communicative point of view. Tests of this direction are aimed at assessing the level of linguistic competence, the concept of the structure of the language needed to address the specific communication objectives.

No less informative and indispensable element of evaluation is the third block - reading. The purpose of assessment on the reproductive form of speech activities - perception and understanding of the main text and additional information at different levels. Identification and estimation of the level of competence in reading assignments determined by the result of reading the following forms:
1) introductory; 

2) Reading the elements of research; 

3) fluent;

4) searching.

An important role in assessing the language skills, learning the Kazakh language through tests is played by the choice of texts. Interesting, attractive, "readable" cognitive texts are educational impetus to understanding the content and, therefore, the whole impetus for the study of the Kazakh language.
Productive type of speech activity is the fourth block of the system - Writing. Written work is evaluated on the following criteria:

1) Grammatical correctness;

2) The content of a written work;

3) The quality of linguistic resources use;

4) The degree of autonomy of language.
In the abovementioned units of the fund formed a significant test items (more than 70,000 test items). The content of test items specified approved state standards that define requirements for the communicative competence of ownership of the Kazakh language:
ST RK 1926-2009 «Communicative language competence of Kazakh language. Elementary level. General knowledge»;

ST RK 1928-2009 «Communicative language competence of Kazakh language. Beginner. General knowledge»;

ST RK 1929-2009 «Communicative language competence of Kazakh language. Intermediate. General knowledge»;

ST RK 1925-2009 «Communicative language competence of Kazakh language. Upper-Intermediate. General knowledge»;

ST RK 1927-2009 «Communicative language competence of Kazakh language. Advanced. General knowledge».
It is based on tier system for assessing language skills are: elementary, pre-intermediate, intermediate, upper-middle level, advanced levels. A test taker achieved the specific indicators of level scale, and who wants to raise his level, has the opportunity to be trained on the training courses and achieve the desired level considering that the system is subject to KAZTEST level sequence. Language level of test taker is determined by the overall quantitative index of the test. Assignments are located on the principle "from simple to complex." Accordingly, the test taker should be observed and the continuity between the levels of language proficiency. That is a method for encouraging the individual to study languages.
Testing technology in accordance with the system of KAZTEST is: a test taker has to do 150 tests for 150 minutes.  30 tests are given for "Listening" unit, 70 tests for lexical and grammatical unit, 50 tests for "Reading" unit. Tests are offered in the form of choosing the correct answer from four possible answers. This feature is related to the testing process efficiency, which is one-stage coverage of a large number of subjects, immediate processing and delivery of results. Test takers fill answer sheets with the delineation of the margins in units. Answer sheets are processed by laser scanner, the time to process a single answer sheet is 1-2 seconds. The results are estimated as follows: if the applicant in assessing the level of knowledge of the Kazakh language for on the system has passed the threshold - 60% out of the total number of tests is that he knows Kazakh language.
Currently the system of KAZTEST is used to assess the level of Kazakh language knowledge of applicants of international scholarship of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev for study and scientific internship. Also, the system has been widely used in assessing the level of knowledge of Kazakh language among the staff of the organization, "Nazarbayev Intellectual School", which is supported by the triune language policy. It is conducted a trial test and evaluation of tests among government officials, public service workers, employees of national and joint stock companies. The local representative and executive bodies create necessary conditions for available and free learning the state language by all citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
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