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Aims of Presentation 

Theory:  
✗To give short introduction to classroom 

assessments and analyze their role in making 
informed decisions  

Practice: 
✗To describe illustrative example of putting 

classroom assessments into practice with  
 



Classroom assessments 

Diagnostic/ 
Preassessment 

Formative / 
Assessment 
for Learning 

Summative / 
Assessment of 

Learning 
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How does diagnostic assessment 
facilitate informed  
decision making? 

Diagnostic assessment helps to: 

 

- Find out what the students know about the new 

topic/concept/unit. 

- Activates prior knowledge and thus helps to make  

 

Right decisions about the content coverage, pace and 

difficulty level of the new topic/concept/unit.  
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How does formative assessment 
facilitate informed  
decision making? 
1. Who is and is not understanding the lesson? 

2. What are this student’s strengths and needs? 

3. What misconceptions do I need to address? 

4. What feedback should I give students? 

5. What adjustments should I make to instruction? 

6. How should I group students? 

7. What differentiation do I need to prepare? 

—Chappuis, 2009, p. 9 
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How does summative assessment 
facilitate informed  
decision making? 

Summative assessment helps to: 

 

- Find out how much learning has taken place and this 

in turn helps teachers to make the decisions on: 

 

The next unit, what needs to be revisited (as learning is  

accumulative and is built on on the previous knowledge) 
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Where 
the 

learner is 
going? 

Where the 

learner is 

right now? 

How to 
get 

there? 
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Learning 
out-

comes 

Success 
criteria 

Descrip-
tive 

feedback 

Effective 
ques-
tioning 

Self-
/Peer 

Assess-
ments 

5 Key Strategies Formative 

Assessment 



“If you are not doing at 
least one of these 
you are not doing AfL.“ 

   Dylan Wiliam  
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5 key strategies of  
Assessment for Learning (AfL) 
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Information obtained through  
formative assessment 

Teacher: 

 

What do your students know? 

How did you find out  

what they know? 

What’s your evidence? 

Student: 

 

What did you learn? 

How do you know? 

What feedback would you 

like from the teacher? 
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Making 
informed 
decisions 
about feedback 
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FEEDBACK = Reactions to a 

performance or a task, etc., that 

are based on evidence and that 

are used a basis for 

improvement.  
Based on Black et al. 2004 
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Do corrections improve the 
work of the student? 
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There is no such thing as good 
feedback independent of the 

student.  
 
 Build trust  
 Think about the reactions of the student. 
 Give wise feedback 



Illustrative 
example or how 
I do it 
Grade 8, Unit 
on Consumerism 
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Diagnostic assessment 
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Formative Assessment 



19 

Peer Assessment 
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Formative Assessment 
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Written Feedback 
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Summative Assessment 
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Reflection 
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Thanks! 

Any questions? 
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